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The Challenger Expedition  - 1872-1876
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The Voyage of the Beagle

Charles Darwin
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A Modern Oceanographic Vessel
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The Alvin – a submersible – a small deep-diving submarine
1966 – 14,764 feet deep
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The Johnson Sea Link– a submersible – a small deep-diving submarine
1971



THE SOCIETY FOR OCEAN SCIENCES

Get Involved! www.sosoceans.org

S - self
C - contained
U - underwater
B - breathing
A - apparatus

Jacque Cousteau
1910-1997
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What is that thing?
Ocean life that washes ashore…
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The egg case of a Skate or Ray.
Sometimes called a “Mermaid’s Purse”
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A Pencil Urchin Spine

Pencil urchins live on coral reefs in the Pacific and Indian Oceans
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A Cone Shell

Cone Shells have a harpoon-
like tooth for spearing fish.  
They also inject poisons into 
their prey.
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Corals – They can be “soft” or “hard”

A Reef-forming CoralA Sea Fan
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The internal shell of a cuttlefish.

The porous shell is used for 
buoyancy control.
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A Queen Conch

Queen Conch shells can be used as a horn.  
Their meat is used for making salads and 
fritters.
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A Chambered Nautilus

The chambers store gases used  
used in buoyancy control.
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A Hermit Crab

Hermit crabs move into bigger 
shells as they grow.
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Abalone
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Ecphora

The Maryland State Fossil.

Ecphora gardnerae gardneraeThis snail lived between 5 and 
20 million years ago.
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A Slipper Shell

A stack of slipper shells
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The blood of Horseshoe Crabs is 
used to test the purity of new 

drugs. 

Shore birds eat the 
eggs of  Horseshoe 

Crabs. 
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Red Algae – A Plant made with a limestone body.
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A Sea Urchin

This is its 
skeleton 
with the 
spines 

removed.
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Sea Biscuit
The skeleton made into lights
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This small shrimp lives its entire 
live trapped in a glass sponge –

protected but imprisoned.

A Glass Sponge Skeleton
(The Venus Flower Basket)
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A Cowrie Shell Used to make jewelry & ornaments
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Fiddler crabs use their big 
claw to attract a mate.

Fiddler Crab



THE SOCIETY FOR OCEAN SCIENCES

Get Involved! www.sosoceans.org

Your Assignment

The next time you are at the Ocean or a local Lake, 
see what treasures you can find.  Try to figure out 

what they are.

Have fun … learn about the Ocean and its 
creatures.
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Questions?

THE SOCIETY FOR OCEAN SCIENCES

Thank you!


